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OIL DRILLING IN ALASKA: IS IT BAD OR IS IT WORTH IT?


One question arises when dealing with the need for energy.  Our number one source of energy in the world is oil.  Our world’s oil supply is soon reaching its fifty percent usage mark. Once the oil is out, we must find another alternative to energy production.  Our main oil fields in the ocean and in Iraq are not providing enough oil for us to sustain a cheap usage.  Another location where there is much controversy is the Alaskan slopes when the issue of oil drilling comes up. Many Americans are concerned that oil exploration and development will hurt the wildlife that make their home in the refuge, but this is only because Americans are misinformed.


Oil drilling requires much work and is very important to human survival.  The process of oil drilling is quite simple.  The fist and most important step is to obtain “lease agreements, titles, and right of way accesses for the land.”1  After this is done, the crew prepares the land for oil drilling.  Land is soon cleared and leveled and access roads are built for workers to access the oil drilling site.  The most important of things is that there is a water source nearby because water is used in the drilling process.  Lastly, they dig a reserve pit which disposes of rock cuttings and drilling mud. 2 

The most important thing about oil would have to be the many uses of oil.  Oil is separated into different types of end-products through a process called oil refinery.   Oil refining separates the oil into carbon (84%), hydrogen (14%), Sulfur (3%), Nitrogen (1%), Oxygen (1%), Metals (1%), and Salts (1%).  Out of these elements we are able to create products for our daily use of gasoline and diesel for driving our vehicles and kerosene for usage in lamps.  Some other products also include cars, crayons, plastics, oil, and jet fuel.  Oil is part of our daily use and is a necessity.  

Currently, our biggest concern is the dramatic increase in gasoline prices.  “This is because price of oil is set by supply and demand.”3 Our demand exceeds our supply.  By tapping the billions of barrels in our domestic land, we could achieve much cheaper gas prices.  To many Americans, this is the most important thing. 
For the other concerning Americans who care about the impact on the environment and weighing whether or not oil drilling in the Arctic slopes has more benefits than disasters, the Alaskan oil drilling pro’s outweighs the con’s.  “A large percentage of the two million barrels of oil produced every day in Alaska comes from an area known as the North Slope. The North Slope is on the eastern end of the north coast of Alaska and consists of mostly coastal plains. There are five oil fields currently in production on the North Slope; the biggest of these is Prudhoe Bay, which is also the largest oil field in North America.” 4  

The location is significant because of the impacts on which the oil drilling does to the environment.  Located near water, the location makes it possible for oil companies to use a new technique to help the environment. This technique is that of pumping ocean water onto the tundra where it freezes to form an ice road from which maintenance can be done during the winter.  As the 800-mile trans-Alaskan pipeline was being built, temporary access roads were required for construction and maintenance.  The new technology helps to eliminate destroying the land underneath the ice.  In the summer these roads melt and leave no trace. Along with the new technique, oil companies use vehicles with huge rubber tires on the roads to leave less impact on the area.  

New techniques are changing the way we oil drilling to make it completely better.  A new technique employed in the Alaskan slopes is newly designed way of removing waste.  Previously oil drilling pads had to be big enough to accommodate many reserve pits to hold the waste water and mud from drilling. The new technique of “pumping the wastes back into the ground eliminate waste of space, maintains a subsurface pressure high enough to keep oil flowing, and reduces the possibility of spills on the tundra.”5 Another technique is to drill completely different. Oil is not found directly beneath the well location so a new technique of employing a horizontal drill process helps to reduce the land affected by the oil development. 
The most important factor within all this is the fact that they are working to make it better.  Employing the new techniques is great, but not everything.  Pressure from the population on the President forces the oil companies to spend lots of money on environmental protection.  If so much money is being spent and so much pressure is being put on the oil companies, what is the problem of oil drilling in Alaska?  The most important thing is the average human being takes information and interprets it incorrectly.  At Prudhoe Bay, the majority of oil spills are small.  A drop of oil would be considered an oil spill.  The oil never leave the gravel pad so it is easily cleaned afterwards.  Along with that, the spills are reported to government agencies and investigated.  All spills in the Alaskan slopes have been less than 1 gallon and fewer than 300 incidents of oil spills have occurred. 6  
How important information can be is determined by the person interpreting it.  Information given to the media are usually interpreted incorrectly. As much pressure is put on the oil companies along with the newly derived techniques of oil drilling, there is a clear image that the pros dealing with oil drilling in Alaska outweigh cons dramatically.  Drilling in Alaska will benefit our country and not affect a great part of our country much.
