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OTTAWA INDIANS
Introduction: “Ottawa comes from the Algonquin word "Adawe" meaning "to trade" and originates from their role as traders even before contact. Variations are: Atawawa, Odawa, Outaouacs, Outaoua, Tawa, Tawaw, and Utawawea.”1   Many of the early Ottawa tribes were located near the mouth of the French River, Georgia Bay, in the early seventeenth century.  “Along with the Ojibwe and Potawatami, the Ottawa first arrived on the east side of Lake Huron sometime around 1400.”2  The Ottawa Indians originally lived along the Ottawa River in eastern Ontario and western Quebec. They moved into northern Ohio around 1740. They were part of the Algonquian Indians which makes them related to Delaware Indians, Miami Indians, and Shawnee Indians. They were enemies of the Iroquois Indians.  Some Ottawas were allies of the French until British traders moved into the Ohio Country in the early 1700s. Many Ottawas moved into northern Ohio so that they could participate in the fur trade with the British. These natives lived in villages along the Cuyahoga, Maumee, and Sandusky Rivers, but the British were not content just to trade.3 Unlike the French, the British wanted to build forts and towns. They wanted the Indians' land.   Pontiac was the most famous chief of the Ottawa Indians. In 1763, he led a number of Indian tribes in an attempt to drive the British from their lands. They destroyed nine out of eleven British forts in the Great Lakes region. The Indians could not defeat the strong British forts at Detroit and Pittsburgh. “Pontiac's Rebellion” came to an end after Colonel Henry Bouquet led a large army from Fort Pitt into Ohio forcing the Indians to make peace. During the American Revolution, the Ottawas fought for the British against the Americans. When the British surrendered to the Americans, the English turned their backs on their Indian allies. The Ottawas continued to fight the Americans.  General Anthony Wayne defeated the Ottawas and other Ohio Indians at the Battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794. They surrendered most of their lands in Ohio with the signing of the “Treaty of Greeneville.”  In 1833 the United States forced the Ottawas to give up their few remaining lands in Ohio. The United States government sent the natives to a reservation in Kansas.  If a stable lifestyle can be acquired without settling in one location or government, then the Ottawa tribe of Lake Huron have proved that it can be done because they have thrived from their nomadic travels with trade. 
BODY: 
Some Americans do not think of the Ottawa as an important tribe. There were never very many of them, and their culture language was almost identical to the more-numerous Ojibwe and Potawatomi. The Ottawa people have always been politically independent from their powerful Ojibway kin, but they speak the same language. Ojibwe was known to its own speakers as Anishinaabe or Anishinabemowin which was an Algonquian language spoken by 50,000 Ojibwe and Ottawa people in the northern United States and southern Canada. There are five main dialects of the Ojibwe language: Western Ojibwe, Eastern Ojibwe, Northern Ojibwe, Southern Ojibwe, and Ottawa (Odawa or Odaawa). The many speakers of each of the 5 dialects could easily understand each other.
 Between 1615 and 1763, the Ottawa were one of the most important tribes in North America. The Ottawa were a trading tribe even before contact with the Europeans. The Ottawa were businessmen before they ever met a European, so they immediately recognized the opportunity presented by the fur trade and attached themselves to it. The Ottawa's first meeting with the French was a brief encounter at the mouth of the French River in 1615 with Samuel de Champlain. Champlain soon realized that some “Indians” were no ordinary Indians but the Ottawa.  His attitude quickly changed when he realized how much fur the Ottawa could provide. Although the Huron had beaver in their homeland, it was not enough to supply the French, but the Ottawa, through their trade with tribes to the north and west, had access to an enormous amount, and it was better fur since colder weather caused beaver to grow thicker coats. They soon involved themselves greatly with the French and their desire for beautiful fur. Paddling their birchbark canoes for great distances, the Ottawa became the connection for other Algonquin tribes in the Great Lakes and brought the furs they collected to the Huron villages where the French were. The Huron provided warehouse space and protection from the Iroquois, but the Ottawa were the sales force who went out and got the business. Recognizing this, the French built their trade around the Ottawa and Huron. The Ottawa had fought with the Huron before the French arrived, but mutual self-interest ended their traditional hostility (probably the only time when the fur trade caused peace in the Great Lakes). The system of the Ottawa and Nipissing bringing fur to the Huron to trade to the French worked so well it was not necessary for the French to travel beyond the Huron villages. “By the 1620s French trade goods were reaching the Ojibwe at Sault Ste. Marie and the Cree to the north on the rivers flowing into Hudson Bay.”5In 1649, the Iroquois destroyed the Huron, but the Ottawa and some of the Huron (now called Wyandot) fled west and continued business as usual. 
The Ottawa tribe consisted of a number of politically independent tribes which were held together by a common culture, language and history. There was no formal political system. The Cherokee council was comprised of a representative body of the clan system or social order.  

The Ojibwe and Ottawa Indians are members of a longstanding alliance also including the Potawatomi tribe. Called the Council of Three Fires, this alliance was a powerful one which fought with the mighty Iroquois Confederacy and the Sioux.  Throughout history of the Ottawa’s, it has been an ongoing battle between these two alliances to gain control of the fur trade. Their politics were based mostly on the fur trade which soon be known as the Beaver War.  
The Ottawa were living at Mackinac when the Iroquois overran the Huron in 1649. Any Huron not killed or captured fled.  The Iroquois recruited what remained of their beaten Iroquian-speaking enemies. Having absorbed thousands of former enemies, the Iroquois were in danger of a revolt as long as one group of them remained free, and in 1650 they pursued the Wyandot (Tionontati and Huron refugees) to Mackinac. The attempt at capture failed, but certain they would try again, the Wyandot and Ottawa left Mackinac in 1651 and moved to an island at the entrance of Green Bay.  Their attack on the Wyandot and Ottawa in 1652 almost succeeded. The Ottawa and Wyandot formed an alliance with the Potawatomi and moved to their fortified village of Mitchigami. The Iroquois returned in 1653, but their assault could not take the fort. During the attack, the Iroquois ran out of food and were forced to retreat. Returning to New York, they were attacked by the Ojibwe who killed almost half of them, but this was one of the few defeats the Iroquois suffered during this period. After another Iroquois attack in 1655, the Ottawa and Wyandot were ready to leave Green Bay.  
Past politic, economic, and history was based on a war and fur trading post. Currently, it is extremely different. Based in a secure location, the Ottawa Indians, now known as Chippewa Indians of Michigan were moved after the American Revolution and relocated. They now reside their majority of population in Canada and in Michigan.  Politics and economics are of something new. 
The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe is self-governed by a twelve-member Tribal Council. The Council includes 10 representatives from District 1 (the Isabella Reservation) and one representative each from District 2 (Saganing) and District 3 (members at-large). Tribal Council members are elected by registered voters in their respective districts. The Council then selects its executive officers, the Chief, Sub-Chief, Secretary and Treasurer. 
Economically, the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe owns one of the premier casino/resorts complexes in the world. The Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort attracts visitors from all over the world. Along with tat, the tribe owns many entrepreneurial enterprises.  

Conclusion:
One of the most important tribes in Indian history has grown into one of the most prominent tribes in the United States.  Their history and lifestyle is preserved in their people and their great stories will not be forgotten from Pontiac, the great Indian warrior, to the revolution of the Beaver War.  The tribe has showed that they can stick through the rough times and survive to this very day.  They can certainly hold up their history and lifestyle for years to come.
Recommendations:
The Ottawa Indians have certainly shown that they can build a great empire from surviving and developing into a great tribe yet.  Their casinos will definitely be a great economical development for their people and as long as they keep their political actions together, the community should have no problems functioning correctly.

