Giang, Tomy

Period 2

2-24-04

(a) Every few years a climate shift known to scientists as the El Niño Southern Oscillation disrupts the patterns of the ocean and atmosphere. El Niño is a disruption of the ocean-atmosphere system in the Tropical Pacific having important consequences for weather and climate around the globe.  The normal patterns of water temperatures and winds are altered. El Niño occurs throughout the pacific west, ranging from South America to Mexico and up to California.  El Niño occurs every 3 to 7 years and lasts several months or over a year. 

(b) With the possibility of lasting over a year, El Niño can disrupt populations of oceanic and other aquatic organisms and cause a series of offset in environmental problems.  With the offset comes the introduction of many diseases throughout the world, main cause being change in temperatures almost everywhere. As temperatures change, conditions suitable for the rapid spread of many infectious diseases are created.  Cholera and yellow fever are very common diseases spread throughout the time that El Niño occurs. A specific example would be the spread of diarrhoeal disease that has killed many and has spread to thousands of children throughout London.  The area does not get much rainfall, but the change in temperature aids the disease in easily spreading.

(c) El Niño affects the normal patterns of water temperatures and winds. Due to this, the weather pattern all over the world is affected dramatically.  There are no specific spots where diseases are spread throughout the world. The link between the unusual weather pattern and the spread of diseases, scientists have found that El Niño is the cause for many infectious diseases. A disease thought to be caused by El Niño is Malaria that spread throughout the East killing thousands.  Diseases however are presented throughout the world.


(d) El Niño is like the little child that runs around and does things randomly.  The weather dramatically changes within minutes.  With this weather change, we have lots of rainfall, which leads to extensive flooding. Areas most affected by this are cities and large towns with flimsy habitation.  Even though we may receive lots of rainfall throughout the time of El Niño, many countries do not receive much at all. This is caused by the disruption of the weather patterns.  El Niño brought upon the biggest drought to south Africa last century, which affected close to 100 million people. So along with diseases, we receive disruptions in our weather patterns. 
