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Colonialism has not been what it asserts to be.  On the surface, it is a mission to advance the undeveloped nations by providing infrastructure, new ideas, new religions, and economic support.  Ideally, colonialism can benefit both parties.  Once a colony is able to produce intellectuals, goods, and gather resources, it would be able to trade with the mother country, providing a better economy for the colonizer and the colonized.  Unfortunately, this ideal world has yet to exist.  Although the colonists perceive themselves as altruistic, they do not consider the consequences of their actions.  The natives will have access to new ideas, technology, and lifestyles, but their culture, history, mentality of unity, and pride in accomplishments will be lost in the midst of new tensions, confusion, and diversity of ideas.  

Developed and wealthy nations, claiming their benevolence and ambitions for a better world, invade and occupy countries that seem to be primitive and ineffective.  In almost all cases, the nations colonize without the discretion of the country involved and continue to populate the region after being asked to leave.  In the case of the village Umuofia in Things Fall Apart, the colonizers caused confusion, chaos, and tension between the previously amiable inhabitants by introducing Christianity.  The colonists “came quietly and peaceably” with their religion, inserting “a knife on the things that held” Umuofia together. (Achebe 176)  Even though the colonizers claim that they came peacefully into Umuofia, they do not understand the confusion and chaos that resulted from their ideas.  The leaders of Umuofia understand that the white man “is foolish because he does not know” the natives’ culture and vice versa. (Achebe 191)  Ironically, a society thought to be educationally inferior by the colonists understands that different cultures have different traditions and religions and therefore cause one to falsely assume that the other is wrong or “foolish” while the colonists believe that the native people need to be introduced and assimilate to new ideas so that they can develop into better civilizations.  The colonists’ beliefs are unfounded.  In Things Fall Apart, the introduction of Christianity sparked a fire of tension between the non-believers and the natives who were converted into a religion that offered very contrasting ideas, resulting in the deterioration of a united village, the sense of pride, and a unique culture.  The leaders knew of Christianity’s destructive power and asked the colonists to leave because the colonists are not aware of the damage done to the nation’s culture.  The natives who were converted became segregated from their native culture and people, leaving a hole in the unity of the nation.  

The prominent example of this in the book involves Nwoye, Okonkwo’s eldest son.  Against all of his father’s wishes, Nwoye adopted Christianity and abandoned his people so he could be admitted into a Christian school to learn reading and writing.  Had the village not been colonized, Nwoye would have probably continued with his father’s business even though he resembled Unoka, Okonkwo’s lazy father.  There were few opportunities other than farming and trade skills for men in Umuofia.  Having only a number of options may seem negative, but stability came with fewer choices because most people had a predetermined path when they were young, eliminating many apprehensions.  Colonialism offered Nwoye a path that would take him away from his culture.  Even though Okonkwo seemed calm after losing his son, he “cried in his heart” and “ground his teeth in disgust” after hearing that the village decided to banish the converted Christians. (Achebe 152, 159)  In a society where men were not to show their emotions, Okonkwo is disciplined, suppressing almost all his emotions.  He is able to cope with many provoking ideas and events before the white men came, including the hatred of his lazy father, who attained no prestige in the village during his life, and his banishment from Umuofia.  However, the damage caused by colonialism is irreversible, and Okonkwo could no longer find confidence in the future – Umuofia would not return to normal even if the colonizers left.  Their religion and effect on the nation’s history would continue to haunt the natives.  

Okonkwo did not only lose his son.  After “his great misfortune and exile,” Okonkwo believed that he would be able to return to Umuofia and reestablish himself, perhaps regaining his previous titles and also obtaining the highest title of the village. (Achebe 152)  Unfortunately, the loss of Nwoye to the white man would leave an unfavorable mark on Okonkwo’s reputation and likely rid him of any possibly of regaining his position in the village.  Of course, Okonkwo did not consider his own well-being as much as he was concerned with the village’s pride and unity.  Unsuccessfully, he tried to unite his divided nation in order to form a resistance against the colonizers.  In the “days when men were men”, the village would not flinch at the call of war; however, with the confusion caused by colonialism, people were unsure of whether they were fighting the right people for the right causes since many of their enemies were previously allies. (Achebe 200)  It infuriated Okonkwo to see his people as “cowards”, who once “killed twelve of” Isike’s men, losing “only two of” their own, so he tried to rally them by killing the colonist’s head messenger to no effect.  Since Okonkwo was a man who dealt with problems himself, he committed suicide, saving himself from the disgrace of execution in front of his village and also the frustration of knowing that no one will follow his cause.  Colonialism was able to create a sense of complete hopelessness in a proud and mentally rigid Okonkwo, causing him to lose all sense of national history, strength, and most importantly, unity.

Okonkwo dreams of once again living in a united Umuofia, a time when “men were men” and the best wrestler is one of the most esteemed members of the village.  Colonialism took away the nation’s history and accomplishments, making them obsolete by introducing new ideas, religion, and technology.  In the most extreme case, the colonists wiped out the entire village of Abame, undoubtedly causing their warriors to feel hopelessly insignificant.  The colonists could have easily annihilated even Umuofia, a village known for its warriors, with their weapons.  After centuries of achieving national greatness and pride, the natives and their identity are lost to colonialism.  

Colonialism does not only destroy cultures; it pollutes the imagination with new concepts, causing the natives to be obsessed with the colonizers’ education and lifestyles.  By introducing different ideas and technology, the colonists live a life that many natives are jealous of: a life with knowledge and technology – a more ideal and comfortable life.  The narrator in Seasons of Migration to the North wanted to forget the lifestyle of Europe so that he can believe he and his village were not affected by colonialism.  He came back to his village almost determined to feel “a sense of stability,” that he is “important”, “continuous”, and “integral”. (Salih 5)  The narrator tried to feel at home, going to his grandfather’s house to hear the gossip of the village, to his favorite spot as a child, and offering his condolences and congratulations to those who died or married.  He expresses his “yearning for” the people from his native village and how he felt like “a palm tree, a being with a background, with roots, with a purpose”. (Salih 1-2)  The narrator wants to be viewed as a pure native of his homeland, unaltered by colonialism.  However, due to his seven-year stay in the colonizer’s land, the narrator begins to realize that his views are different from that of his village; he is no longer a pure native but more like visitor.  After coming back from his seven-year trip to London, he felt that “life is good” and the people and the environment were “as unchanged as ever”. (Salih 2)  Unfortunately, things have changed: the presence of Mustafa, the “black Englishman” in the village and the narrator’s own appearance as a native educated by and carrying the ideas of the colonizers. (Salih 53)  No matter how much he wanted his village to seem inviting, the narrator had been affected by the ideas of the white man in ways that contradicted with those of his people.  Colonialism causes nations to lose unity because it offers distractive goals that cause people to feel separated from their homeland.  Had Sudan been left alone, the narrator would have stayed in his village, forming more tight-knit relationships with his people instead of venturing off to learn about things that were of no use to his nation.  
The narrator is successful in deceiving himself of his unchanged view of the village until he comes into contact with his “adversary”, Mustafa. (Salih 134)  After learning about Mustafa’s life, the narrator is captivated by the “black Englishman”.  The more he knew about Mustafa, the more he wanted to know, and the more envious the narrator became of Mustafa’s life.  Mustafa’s image was constantly with the narrator.  Mustafa was able to exceed every African in terms of education.  Even after his years of study in London, the narrator felt he was inferior to Mustafa due to Mustafa’s ability to provide valuable insight for the Agricultural Committee of the village and gain a high level of esteem in only five years.  Not only was Mustafa able to contribute to the life of the village, he was a professor of economics in London at a very early age whereas the narrator had never accomplished anything on that level.  The narrator is merely an insignificant “Inspector of Primary Education” and did not really benefit his country or his village in any way.  The narrator dreamed to be in the place of Mustafa, who was able to easily transition between the “north” and “south” – England and Africa.  In parallel to Things Fall Apart, the narrator is similar to Nwoye, who chose to be segregated from his village to learn a new culture and new ideas and therefore, became spiritually detached from his village.  On the other hand, Mustafa is a genius, who is able to live successfully in both societies, whereas the narrator is a common man and cannot achieve greatness as Mustafa.  Like Okonkwo, the narrator, in his frustration and hopelessness, attempts suicide but then, unlike Okonkwo who lost the connection with his nation, realizes that his sense powerlessness was uncalled for because he is still young and had many things left to do.  Even after his disagreement with Mahjoub, he was still part of the village, so he chooses life.  
By introducing radical new ideas, knowledge, and technology, Colonialism caused the narrator to be stranded between two societies, not knowing which to choose.  On one hand, he is a black intellectual educated in London, where he learned the language, people, and ideas of the colonizer; on the other, he is a native of a small village in Africa, where he is expected to conform to his people.  Instead of being able to succeed in both societies, the narrator is in a situation where he is unable to make decisions about his direction in life: whether he is a black man striving towards the goals of the village or a black man working for the colonizers.  Colonialism caused the narrator to lose meaning in life by separating him from a homeland which he loved and offering him a life which only created more tension with his people.
The effects of colonialism are apparent even after the colonists have left.  The influence of ideas, religion, and technology caused by the colonizers has a large impact on the future of a colonized country.  Consequently, there remain many tensions, caused by a diversity of ideas and a sense of discord between the citizens of a nation.  Many of the characters in Miramar represent these differing ideas, most of which are plans for a better independent Egypt.  The characters are obsessed with Zohra, who represents an idealized and virgin Egypt of the past without colonialism.  Zohra is “strong”, and “no one got the better of” her “in business”, whether “in the field or at the market”. (Mahfouz 25)  Although she seems pure and innocent, Zohra is very independent; she is able to work with the land, people, and make decisions by herself.  Similar to the idea that Umuofia was a sustainable society without colonialism, Zohra, as a representation of an unadulterated Egypt of the past, shows that the country was self-sufficient and did not need intervention from colonists.  Unfortunately, colonialism caused irreparable damage to the unity of the nation by creating contrasting national goals, embodied in the characters of Miramar.  
Many of the characters in the pension view Zohra with admiration because of her beauty, innocence, and strength.  Amer Wagdi, who was an Egyptian nationalist in his age, has “paternal tenderness” towards her and is probably the only resident who truly cares for Zohra. (Mahfouz 22)  Even though Amer tries persuading Zohra into talking with him until his “desire to converse with her was satisfied”, he wants Zohra to be happy and carefree and not for self-satisfaction, as the others do.   The other members of the pension merely use Zohra as an object to divert them from their problems.  Although many people of an independent Egypt look at the past with desire, none of the new reforms are able to bring it back, according to Mahfouz.  Hosny Allam, who represents the aristocratic landowners, considers Zohra as an “interior decoration” that would “enhance” any flat he would own in the future. (Mahfouz 56)  Having obtained almost all that he wanted in life with his money, he thought that Zohra could be bought out with money.  Unfortunately, Zohra was not moved by his offer to make her his secretary.  Furthermore, Mansour Bahy is possibly the only other person that Zohra confided in because he felt a sense of “admiration” and “respect” for her innocence.  Since Bahy was part of the resistance for independence, Zohra found him pleasing, but as Bahy’s relationship with his love Doreya deteriorated, so did his relationship with Zohra.  Bahy attempted to relieve his stress by telling Zohra that he loved her and wanted to marry her, which was not true because he was in a state of frustration and confusion.  Bahy merely wanted to protect Zohra’s innocence, which is why he tried to murder Sarhan, who he thought was taking advantage of her.  Lastly, Sarhan, who represents the new bureaucracy in the reformed Egypt, is the first person to meet Zohra on her way to the pension.  Since the bureaucracy is suppose to benefit the common man, a group which Zohra is part of, Sarhan is the only one who is able to gain Zohra’s heart; however, Sarhan, like Hosny, views Zohra as an object of lust and an escape from problems.  Even though he loves her for her attractiveness, Sarhan is unable to make the commitment of marrying her since he knows he cannot support her.  In the end, Sarhan commits suicide without even thinking about how Zohra would feel.  Even after her horrible experience in the pension, Zohra is “still young” and has “a brilliant future” ahead of her; she is the only one who makes a definite decision to leave while most of the others are apprehensive about the future and do not leave.  The new government can't bring back the old Egypt, but Egypt is still young and she is out to search for new possibilities, leaving behind the old ideas.     

Colonialism adulterates the imaginations, culture, and heritage of the natives, creating a world where the colonized are obsessed with but are unable to return to a past without colonialism; inevitably, the inability to resolve the inner tension caused by this incapacity leads to self-deterioration.  Okonkwo merely wanted his village to become united and strong again, but the ideas brought by the colonists made it impossible for the people who were converted to come back to the village spiritually.  Similar to the people who were converted into Christians in Umuofia, the narrator of Seasons of Migration to the North wished he would relive his past when he came back from London, but his exposure to European ideals and knowledge and the sense of powerlessness to change anything in his life detached him from his village.  Futhermore, everyone in the pension looks at Zohra, who represents an unadulterated Egypt, with desire but no one is able to make her happy to keep her from leaving, symbolizing the failed attempts to bring back an Egypt of the past.  
The colonists believe that their actions would create better civilizations, but in the books, they did not consider how the people would react to their radical ideas.  Some natives were obsessed with the colonists’ ideas and lifestyles while others totally disagreed with them, creating an irreparable separation in the mentality of the people.  Whether or not it is beneficial at all to colonize, the ideas brought by colonialism alone can cause destruction.  
