FREEBIE (week 3)
“When the Vision Goes, the Hallucinations Begin”

* Visual Perception *


I can see this happening to people who have lost their sight later in life because they probably have unconscious thoughts that deal with images they have seen in the past.  When there is a sudden lost of visual receptors, the brain probably responds by creating random images because it still thinks that the visual receptors are still there.  The idea that our brain “completes” visual objects can be used in this case.  In many optical illusions, the brain organizes the visual information in a way that we can easily understand, creating the illusion.  This process is done unconsciously and without the control of the person, which is similar to the hallucinations that the people in the article are experiencing.  Even though this is true, it is still very odd and frightening to see random geometry shapes or monsters that the victims have never seen before.  

