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Space can be described in an infinitely diverse amount of ways and attempting to categorize space would be very difficult.  In spite of the challenge, Kevin Lynch provides a set of traits that he believes can be located throughout the cities of the world in his essay, The City Image and Its Elements.  Although the characteristics may not be exactly as he describes them, paths, nodes, landmarks, edges, and districts exist in almost all civilizations.  The most important aspect of these elements is that they are interconnected: intersecting paths create a node, two nodes can border a landmark, a landmark can be an edge, and all of which are within a district.  Having these traits individually is sufficient for orientation on a small scale, but in order to have a city that is easy to navigate, a combination of the details should exist.   


Paths are probably the most common make-up of a town, city, or village.  Paths, as they do in landscape and building architecture, act as lines that connect two points.  Lynch emphasizes that people use paths to orient themselves by knowing where the path started and where it ends.  This can be seen in my map, where I most focused on the streets and highways that are in San Jose.  The first thing that came to me was the highway, a path and also an edge, that was near my home; therefore, Lynch’s assertion that paths are used as a benchmark for location is characteristic of my map.  In addition to paths, my map also outlined the paths as edges of a certain district.  An auto-mall and a freeway were paths that are used as edges for my district.  Up the freeway is another district that is framed by the Almaden Avenue Expressway.  Of course, edges need not only be composed of paths.  As Lynch describes in his images of Boston and Chicago, many edges are made of rivers or mountains or even something simple as a large building.  In San Jose, there is a river that separates the downtown area from the suburbs but that is not shown in my map.  So far, Lynch’s descriptions are expressed in my map.


Nodes are the intersection of paths.  In my map, there are many nodes, but none are special as the crossing of the Capital Expressway and Highway 87, which marks a corner of my district.  Since my neighborhood was fairly suburban, there weren’t many nodes that people gathered, with the exception of a small shopping center at the corner near my home, which is not shown on my map but would be considered both a node and a landmark.  A landmark that is shown in my map is the intersection or transition from the 87 freeway to the 280 freeway, which is a complex network of curves and broken paths.  This landmark, although a system of paths and nodes, is memorable due to its form and contrast with the background, as in the other parts of the highway.


Lynch describes the physical characteristics used to orient one-self very well, but he leaves out aspects such as elevation, atmosphere, and weather.  Although some elements are neglected, almost all of his traits are found in cities.  

