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There are many similarities between the story of Simon Magus and the historical records of Faustus, most of which relate to characters of the two figures.  Much of the depiction of Faustus’ personality and actions in Johannes Tritheim’s letter to Johannes Virdung parallels many people’s description of Simon Magus as boastful, conceited, and rude in Aquila’s narration.  Johannes Tritheim’s letter to Johannes Virdung is influenced by the story of Simon Magus in its presentation of Faustus as a man who is deceptive, filled with lies, and arrogant.  
-  Intro scrap -- Not only that, but there are many specifics, such as Simon’s and Faustus’ claim that they are able perform miracles that are greater than God and 
-  One of the most evident connections between the two accounts is Simon Magus and Faustus’ claim that they are the sons of God.

-  Both are thought to be deceptive by people.
-  Both have knowledge in almost all fields.

-  Both claim to be greater than Christ – greater than God.

-  Makes great promises but fail to follow through.

-  Tritheim states in his letter that Faustus claims he is “the second magus”.

