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Due to the controversial nature of colonialism, there has been a wide spectrum of opinions on the matter.  Cesaire takes on the view of an anti-colonist in his book, Discourse on Colonialism.  He argues – and does not offer many concessions – that colonialism is the “bane” of humankind; colonization is a “thingification” that benefits only the colonizers; colonialism is almost never what it perceives itself to be: to the colonized and also the colonizers (41-2).  Colonialism is a contagious disease that not only pollutes the history, culture, and minds of the natives but also transforms the colonizers into animals.


By breaking their own promises and deceiving themselves of their own purpose for colonizing, the colonists are objects of a “boomerang” effect that not only destroys the natives but the colonizers, too (41).  When he describes colonization, Cesaire states the pretenses of the colonizers to contrast with the reality of their actions: build infrastructure, convert the people, provide monetary aid, and establish a more effective economy.  In reality, the colonists are building infrastructure to create trade routes, destroying the native culture, and stealing resources.  The colonists are so self-assured that their purpose in colonialism is for the better, they deceive themselves into thinking they are doing the right thing.  Even when they are stealing lands and looting the natives, building roads for their own benefit, turning the natives into slaves or mindless laborers, the colonists still believe that they are the superior people and see “the other man” as an “animal” (41). This, in effect, as Cesaire argues, also mutates the mind of the colonists into that of an “animal” – that of a predator that feeds on prey.  The deception of the colonists is a “boomerang” that beguiles the natives and comes back to deceive the colonists themselves of their own objective for induction of the lands (41).  Although colonization considers itself to be a remedy for the poor and dated values and governmental aspects of the natives, the replacement of the “old tyrants” with “new tyrants” does not solve anything.  Since the old dictators are replace by new ones, “colonization does not rid the world of bad ideas;” rather, it causes the situation to worsen due since the “new tyrants” consider the natives as inferiors and therefore treat them as such.  The reciprocation of the colonial “boomerang” hits both the colonists and natives.


In a sense, Cesaire’s description of the colonists’ “thingification” does not only deal with the “confiscation of land” and “looting” but also the natives (42).  Colonization transforms the natives into objects – things – of the superior colonists.  Since the natives are being treated as inferiors, their self-image and confidence is diminished to that of an animal – to that of a thing, of an object, of a possession of another nation, another people: a superior people.  The reputable warriors and leaders of the land are no longer prized in the native community.  Culture and traditions are lost to new religions, new prospects, and new leaders.

The acts of superiority cause the colonizers’ minds to feed on elements of human nature: greed, pleasure, and selfishness.  By colonizing under the pretense of altruism, the colonists see themselves as superiors helping inferiors.  The colonists’ self-deception – the disease – causes the colonists to never assess their actions and believe what they are doing is for the advancement of the colonies.  Their actions cause a “boomerang” effect that, although hurting the natives more, reciprocates to transform the minds of the colonists into savage animals: feeding on the resources, wealth, and lives of the natives.

