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Sustainability



Before coming to Berkeley, I lived in San Jose, noted as the most populous city in the book.  In terms of sustainability, I think it is ahead of most cities with a similar density.  There are many districts in the city that accommodate a diverse amount of people with different backgrounds, and social and economic statuses.  Also, for the most part, I believe the city is efficient in terms of energy usage, trash disposal, and allocation of land.


The downtown area accommodates many kinds of people, including low-income immigrants, city officials, businessmen, and visitors.  The region is separated into many different housing categories; there are the low-income apartments that are separated from the mid-level apartments and condominiums by some small local restaurants and chains.  After the condos, there are mid and high-class hotels near the Civic and Convention Centers for visiting businessmen and event goers.  By having the housing close together but separated by social and economic class, people can form communities with people who they can relate but also have a connection with the other kinds of people through the local retailers and public areas.  Since San Jose State University is in the heart of the city, it acts as a main park for people in the region.  Many people go to the school grounds to bike, skate, swim, play basketball, or just relax.  


In terms of density, the downtown is also very efficient (in any case, it has to be due to the ridiculously high housing costs in San Jose).  In the past few years, there has been a lot of development in the downtown in terms of housing.  New three to four story apartments and condominiums are being but on one of the main roads in the heart of the downtown.  These new apartments will be resource efficient and allow the new residents to form a community through the little courtyards in the middle of the surrounding apartment buildings.  By having moderately dense yet comfortable housing that is close to retail and other resources, such as libraries and schools, families will be attracted to forming communities that will keep the downtown area “alive”.


One of the most “alive” neighborhoods in San Jose is Willow Glen, noted in the book as being a very active and community orientated district.  The main reason that Willow Glen is an effective community is that many of the people in the area are similar in terms of social and economic status (most are middle-class whites).  By having many resources that are within walking distance, people are more likely to interact with each other and form communities.


A lot of why San Jose is very clean is because it has many trashcans in the downtown area.  It really surprised me to walk down Telegraph for two or even three blocks before finding a single public trashcan.  The problem with San Jose is the same with the Bay Area: overpopulation and over development, which is apparent in the daily freeway traffic and pollution.  

