
Short Message Service is a communications protocol that allows the exchange of short text messages between cell phone devices. It is the most widely used data application in the world and is quickly gaining more and more popularity. Typical SMS messages are mobile-to-mobile text messages of up to 160 characters in length. Now with the increasing use of text messaging, there are many free applications that allow computers to send a text message to a phone for free.


According to the Technical Realization of Short Message Service Cell Broadcast (15 on wikipedia), SMS works by sending the messages from phones to a Short Message Service Center. This center sends the message to their recipients. If the recipient is not available it stores the message so it can retry to send it later. Sometimes messages that cannot be sent are forgotten, and only attempt to sent once. SMS text messages however are not guaranteed to be delivered, and delay or loss of the message is not uncommon. There is an option for a delivery report, which will provide the cell phone user with confirmation when a message has been received.  LEFT OFF ON TECHNICAL DETAILS: GSM

